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Compelled by God’s 

amazing love, Bates 

Place Ministries seeks 

to bring hope to our 

neighbors by 

reconnecting them to 

society and family, and 

empowering them 

toward a sustainable 

future. 

-Adopted July 2012 

Mission Statement 

However, the crime rate has 
been low in recent months, and 
tonight’s group is small. The 
people who do show up come 
from all over the city, not just 
the Bates Place neighborhood. 
There’s a longtime Eastown 
resident, a pair of county 
commissioners, the city 
comptroller, the owner of a 
downtown coffee shop  and one 
of his employees, three or four 
residents from the Bates Place 
neighborhood and a member of 
the Bates Place board. 

The meeting’s topics are equally 
diverse. During the two-hour 
gathering, the discussion covers 
everything from the Grand 
Rapids Press and English as a 
Second Language programs in 
the area to the impact on crime 
from local bars and the weather. 
But the uncertain future of the 
Grand Rapids Police Department 
(GRPD) looms large over the 
entire conversation. 

The department is dealing with 
budget cuts– the latest in a long 
string of cuts to the GRPD over 
the last decade, according to 
Payne. At the same time as it 
deals with these budget cuts, the 
GRPD is embarking on a search 
for a new police chief. The 
budget cuts have put many 
programs and services on the 
line, and until the police 
department finds a new chief, 
Payne says their fate will likely 
remain up in the air. 

(“Coffee” continued page  4) 

 

 A small white sign pokes out of the 
snow bank in front of First 
Christian Reformed Church. It 
announces that “Coffee with the 
Captain” will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
and directs people to a nondescript 
red brick building next to the 
church for the meeting. The small 
sign is the only indication that 
anything is happening on an 
otherwise quiet Tuesday night. 

Despite the lack of advertising, an 
interesting mix of people trickle 
into the lobby of that red brick 
building for “Coffee with the 
Captain.” 

They’ve come to meet with Eric 
Payne, the police captain for the 
south side of Grand Rapids. Payne 
explains the purpose of the event: 

“‘Coffee with the Captain’ is a 
chance for the people in the 
community to get to know the 
police in a different setting — to 
talk about the community’s 
concerns and build up a 
relationship of trust with the police 
department.” 

In the past couple of decades, 
the Bates Place neighborhood 
and police have often shared 
a distrustful relationship. So 
about 18 months ago, Bates 
Place teamed with Captain 
Payne to launch “Coffee with 
the Captain” as a way to 
improve the relationship.  

“People in our neighborhood 
see the police as the enemy. 
They think they’re just out to 
arrest people. So when a 
crime happens, nobody wants 
to go to the police,” Bryan 
Blakely, the director of Bates 
Place explains. 

And their efforts have had an 
impact. When crime increases 
in the area, Blakely says 
people from the Bates Place 

neighborhood show up in 
droves to “Coffee with the 
Captain.” During a spike in 
homicides in January of 2013, 
so many people came that 
they had to move the meeting 
into the church sanctuary next 
door. 

“Coffee with the Captain” 

March 2014 

Captain Eric Payne, South Ser-
vice Area Commander 

It’s through events like 

“Coffee with the Cap-

tain” and collaboration 

with community groups 

like Bates Place that the 

police department 

hopes to empower peo-

ple in the Grand Rapids 

community. 



Like most boys, I always 
wanted to be a cowboy or a 
pilot when I was young,” he 
said, gazing upward with a 
fond twinkle in his eyes as he 
remembered his childhood 
days growing up in the South 
Side of Chicago and playing 
among the weeds in an open 
field just across the street 
from his home.  

But his father had other plans. 
Once DeVries was in high 
school, his father started 
telling others that he wanted 
his son to become a minister. 
The notion even caught on 
with his high school basketball 
coach, who referred to him as 
“Preacher.” 

The moment he would 
actually decide to go into the 
ministry, however, would 
come several years later, after 
finishing his first year as a 
young chemical engineering 
major at Trinity Christian 
College. Already married, he 
pursued his graduate studies 
at Calvin Theological 
Seminary.  

With his seminary training 
complete, DeVries’ journey as 
a pastor lead to stops in places 
like Ann Arbor, Syracuse, El 
Paso, and Detroit.  It was his 
final stop, First Christian 
Reformed Church in Grand 
Rapids, where he started his 
relationship  with Bates Place.   

 During his time as senior 
pastor at First Church, Bates 
Place was established as an 
extension of the churches’ 
outreach ministry. 

Although he has been retired 
since May 2011, DeVries 
continues to remain actively 
involved at First CRC and 
occasionally even serves as a 
guest pastor. His unwavering 
dedication to the church 
congregation and surrounding 
community is evident in his new 
role as a board member at 
Bates Place Ministries.   It 
became a separate 501(c)(3) in 
2011 and he joined its board 
during 2013. 

Even before he joined the board 
of directors, he always felt a 
need to somehow get involved. 
His numerous experiences 
getting to know the people who 
call this community home as the 
pastor at First CRC have lent 
him invaluable insight into the 
various struggles--including 
joblessness, difficult educational 
situations, surviving on a low-
income, and raising children as 
a single parent--that the people 
in the community face. 

Since his retirement, DeVries 
offers his time and expertise 
with organizational procedures 
and small group dynamics to 
Bates Place. He currently serves 
as a mentor for Bryan Blakely, 
Sr., the executive director of 
Bates Place Ministries, regularly 
discussing Blakely’s work with 
him and offering him 
encouragement and advice.  

“I feel I can help the board and 
staff to focus their energy in a 
way that will produce effective 
results. I want to make sure that 
we still continue to be a place 
that anybody can go to and feel 
welcomed.”  

Aside from his passion for 
urban renewal and the church 
community, DeVries is also 
known as a family man and 
grandfather of thirteen. He is 
an avid film fanatic. His favorite 
movies range from Up to 
Citizen Kane. DeVries loves 
reading as well. He and his 
wife, Denise, are very active 
and enjoy traveling, riding 
bicycles, and playing golf 
together. 

“But surprisingly, I still cannot 
hit a golf ball straight,” he 
joked.    

DeVries admires all of the 
progress that Bates Place has 
made in addressing a variety of 
issues that once went ignored, 
whether it be the successful 
reentry of prisoners into the 
community, assistance for job 
seekers or aid to single parents 
and families facing shutoff 
notices from the gas company. 
However, he is quick to 
mention that more needs to be 
done to ensure its continued 
success and ministry.    

“One of the greatest things we 
need right now is a sincere 
dedication to expanding our 
base of support, both 
financially and through prayer,” 
he said. “I look forward to 
working with the board to 
discuss and gather resources in 
order to effectively channel and 
distribute them among our 
community.” 

~Christine Lim 

Christine is a junior at Calvin 
College, majoring in English 

I Never Expected to be a Preacher 
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William DeVries– Bates 

Place Ministries Newest 

Board Member– Wel-

come Bill! 

DeVries admires 

all of the pro-

gress that Bates 

Place has made 

in addressing a 

variety of issues  
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We would like to 
introduce our newest 
receptionist here at Bates. 
Mary has come to us 
through our association 
with AARP.  AARP pays 
and places folks in non-
profits for 6-9 months 
before they are either 
placed at another site, 
they are hired at their 
current placement or they 
find a job. 

Mary lost her job as a 

circulation assistant at 
Kent District Library. She 
was directed to AARP in 
December and was placed 
at Bates this past January. 
Since then she has earned 
a certificate as a medical 
administrative assistant 
and is currently looking for 
employment in that area. 
This is her first assignment 
through AARP and she 
thoroughly enjoys her 
time at Bates.  

Mary has lived in Grand 
Rapids her entire life. She 
is an intense reader, with 
a love of mysteries. She 
also enjoys knitting and 
particularly making 
scarves. She loves animals 
especially cats. Mary has a 
great sense of humor and 
an extremely welcoming 
attitude. Welcome Mary, 
you are a positive addition 
to Bates Place Ministries. 

 

~Marlene Cook 

Communications Manager 

Introducing Our Newest Staff Member 

to navigate housing, college 
and a job. We now have a 
website to direct her to. 

A young family approached 
our table and in the course 
of our conversation, shared 
that they were living in a 
shelter. We were able to 
direct them to the GR 
Affordable Housing table and 
provide them with an 
application and various 
housing options. 

At the Home Repair table we 
made the connection of a 
client Bates Place assisted 
with a $780 water bill that 
represented water usage 
during one quarter! We had 
worked with other churches 
in the area to take care of 
the bill. She had then 
contacted Home Repair 
Services to fix her leak. In 
talking about this 
collaboration, the gentleman 
from HRS also stated he 

would be willing to write GR 
Water & Sewer on her behalf 
to get a reduction in what 
she owed. 

While talking to an agency 
advocating for Native 
Americans and describing our 
programming, they shared 
they had a client who had 
spent 28 years in and out of 
the prison system. They said 
he was so discouraged, he 
was thinking of a crime to 
commit so he could go back 
to prison. We had shared 
what CLEAR was all about 
and Bryan invited him to the 
next CLEAR meeting. 

These are all examples of 
what goes on at Bate Place 
Ministries on a daily basis; 
this was made more 
convenient as we simply 
walked to each table! We 
also exchanged many emails 
and contacts  for future 
collaborations. We can’t wait 
until next year!  

~Marlene Cook 

Communications Manager 

On March 18, Bates Place 
Ministries was one of the 
organizations represented 
at the first ever Kent County 
Resource Fair. There was a 
fantastic turn out; almost 
100 organizations in all. This 
event was open to the 
public from 10:00-2:00.  

This was an opportunity for 
Bates Place to share with 
the community not only our 
location but also all the 
services that we offer.  
Besides this being an 
excellent opportunity for 
the public, it was also an 
excellent opportunity for us 
to cross network with other 
agencies. 

We were able to pick up 
information about foster 
care; specifically those 
individuals that age out at 
18. Bates Place recently had 
a young person who fit that 
description and was trying 

 

 

Bates Place Ministry 

Kent County Resource 
Fair at Paul I. Phillips 

Boys & Girls Club 

 

Mary Kelly 

Kent County Resource Fair 



The Bates Place 
neighborhood or service 
area is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 
this area are still offered 
advice and direction, but to 
be considered for financial 
assistance, a visitor must 
live within our defined 
neighborhood. 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors to a Sustainable Future. 
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Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  

 

Bates Place Ministries receives a generous grant from First Christian 
Reformed Church but we still need to raise funds to support our annual 
operating budget. The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of 
$21,300 for 2014. 
 
Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministry and outreach to a 
challenging part of the city.  Gifts to Bates Place are tax-deductible. 
Mail to: 

Bates Place Ministries 
650 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 
You can also make a gift on-line through our website at:  

www.batesplacegr.org 

Bates Place  
Board 

Joel Ruiter, President 

Marlene Iwema, Treasurer 

William De Vries 

Dave Jacobs 

Klasien Vaalburg 

Cliff Washington 

Mark Zietse 

Executive Director:  
Rev. Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 
 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 
Fax: (616) 452-6649 
Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 
Web: www.batesplacegr.org 
 

Ministry Center Hours: 
 Monday: 9:00 - 4:00 

 Tuesday: 9:00 - 4:00 

 Wednesday: 9:00 - 4:00 

 Thursday: CLOSED 

(C.L.E.A.R.) 

 Friday: 9:00 - 4:00 

Physical Address: 
Bates Place 
636 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Like us on 


